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Acquiring E-Books 

by Steven Harris on February 9, 2012 
http://www.collectionconnection.alcts.ala.org/?p=101  

So you want to acquire some e-books for your library? Overdrive isn’t the only game in 
town. There is a huge and growing number of ways for libraries to acquire e-books. I 
thought I’d compile a list. The main pathways I see (although the boundaries between 
them are by no means solid) are aggregators, vendors, and publishers. This list is far 
from complete. My knowledge is primarily in the North American academic library 
arena. If you have information to add, post a comment. 

  

Aggregators: 
Aggregators gather titles from a variety of publishers and present them on a single 
platform. Titles can typically be licensed on a rental or purchase model and are 
available in subject packages or on a title-by-title basis. The delivery platforms vary as 
to their features and functions. 

ACLS Humanities E-Book: 
http://www.humanitiesebook.org 
The American Council of Learned Societies. Primarily a subscription service. Files: 
page image, PDF, txt. 

Books24x7: 
http://www.books24x7.com 
Business, finance, and IT focused collections. Files: HTML (all web-based platform). 

Credo Reference: 
http://www.credoreference.com 
Over 500 reference books. Files: HTML (all web-based platform). 

Dawson Era: 
http://www.dawsonera.com 
From British bookseller Dawson Books. Don’t know much about them. 

Digitalia: 
http://www.digitaliapublishing.com 
Aggregator of Spanish-language e-books from Spain, Caribbean, and Latin America. 

Variety of purchase and lease plans, including subject collections. Files: PDF, HTML. 

EBL: 
http://www.eblib.com 
Australian company (but widely available). Multi-publisher, multi-subject collections. 
Strong on academic material. Variety of purchase options, including user driven. EBL 
was an early developer of the “short-term loan” for e-books. Files: PDF, EPUB, multiple 
concurrent users, and downloadable. Download requires Adobe Digital Editions. 

Ebrary (Proquest): 
http://www.ebrary.com 
Wide variety of publishers with materials for academic, public, and school libraries 
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(although academic is the main strength). Variety of use options, including user driven 
and short-term loan.  Variety of use options, including user driven acquisitions. Files: 
PDF, downloadable. Download requires Adobe Digital Editions. 

Ebsco: 
http://www.ebscohost.com/ebooks/home  
“E-book collection from Ebscohost” – includes the former NetLibrary collections. 
Variety of use options, including user driven and short-term loan. Files: PDF. 
Download requires Adobe Digital Editions. 

Freading: 
http://www.libraryideas.com/freading.html 
Pay-per-use model from Library Ideas. Popular reading? File: EPUB? 

JSTOR: 
http://about.jstor.org/books 

Not yet available. Will include aggregation from major university and commercial 
scholarly presses. 

MyiLibrary (Ingram/Coutts): 
http://www.myilibrary.com 
Aggregation platform serving Ingram and Coutts customers (public, school, academic, 
and professional libraries). Variety of use options, including user driven acquisitions. 
Files: PDF, downloadable. Download requires Adobe Digital Editions. 

NCBI: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books 
National Center for Biotechnology Information. Primarily life science and healthcare 
titles, most with free download and purchase on demand. Files: HTML, selective PDF. 

NetLibrary (See Ebsco) 

OverDrive: 
http://www.overdrive.com 
Widely used in the public library world. Various purchase options available. Files: 
PDF, EPUB, Kindle, audio. 

Ovid: 
http://www.ovid.com/site/products/books_landing.jsp 
Primarily science and medicine topics. Files: ? 

Project MUSE: 
http://muse.jhu.edu/about/UPCC.html 
Platform host for the University Press E-book Consortium. Various purchase options. 
Content integrates in with Muse journals. Files: PDF (DRM-free). 

Safari Books (direct and through Proquest): 
http://safaribooksonline.com 
http://www.proquest.com/en-US/catalogs/databases/detail/safari_tech_books.shtml 
Direct from Safari is designed more for individuals or as an enterprise model. Through 
Proquest there are a variety of purchase models. Files: HTML? 
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3M: 
http://solutions.3m.com/wps/portal/3M/en_US/3MLibrarySystems/Home/Products
/Cloud+Library 
A new player in the e-book market, although not new to library services. The 3m 
Cloud Library has a lot of unique features, link kiosks and dedicated ereaders, but not 
a big track record. Files: EPUB? 

Torrossa 
http://www.torrossa.it 
Aggregator platform of bookseller Casalini Libri of Italy. Includes Italian, Portuguese, 
and Spanish e-books. Variety of use options. See also EIO – Editoria Italiana Online 
for Italian titles only. Files: ? 

  

  

Vendors: 

As with print books, vendors function as a mediator between the library and the 
publisher or aggregator. You can buy and pay for your e-books from a single source, 
but actually get access from multiple providers. Some vendors like Ingram/Coutts and 
Dawson serve as both the vendor and the aggregator. 

Baker & Taylor: 
http://www.baker-taylor.com/index.cfm 

Dawson Books: 
http://www.dawsonbooks.co.uk/services/e-books.html 

Casalini Libri 
http://www.casalini.it 
European book vendor. See Torrossa aggregator. 

Coutts (academic division Ingram): 
http://www.couttsinfo.com/econtent/econtent.htm 

Harrassowitz 
http://www.harrassowitz.de/subscription_services/E-Resources_News_Offers.html 

Ingram: 
http://www.ingramcontent.com/MRKNG/2011/52432/52432Coresource.html 

Swets: 
http://www.swets.com/swetswise/ebooks 

W.T. Cox: 
http://www.wtcox.com/ebooks.html 

YBP (academic division of Baker & Taylor): 
http://www.ybp.com/acad/ebooks.htm 
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Publishers: 

Many publishers offer their books through aggregators and vendors but also through 
their own platform or storefront. I’ve listed here mainly publishers that offer a hosted 
platform for libraries. A couple, like California and Michigan, are really storefronts 
intended for end users. Some, like Cambridge and Oxford, are actually beginning to 
function as aggregators of other publishers’ e-books. There are many others that I 
have not listed. Feel free to note those in the comments. 

American Psychological Association: 
http://www.apa.org/pubs/marketing/green.aspx 

Cambridge University Press: 
http://ebooks.cambridge.org 

De Gruyter: 
http://www.degruyter.com/dg/page/38/ebooks 

Gale: 
http://www.gale.cengage.com/gvrl/ 

Elsevier: 
http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/books_browse.cws_home 

McGraw-Hill: 
http://www.mhebooklibrary.com/bookshelf 

MIT Press: 
http://mitpress-ebooks.mit.edu 

Morgan & Claypool Publishers: 
http://www.morganclaypool.com 

National Academies Press: 
http://www.nap.edu 

Oxford University Press: 
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com 
http://www.oxfordreference.com 

Palgrave Macmillan: 
http://www.palgrave.com/ebooks/vendors.asp 

Sage Publishing (primarily offered through aggregators): 
http://www.uk.sagepub.com/ebooks.sp 

Springer: 
http://www.springerlink.com/books/ 
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Taylor & Francis: 
http://www.ebookstore.tandf.co.uk 

University of California Press (mainly intended for individual users not libraries): 
http://www.ucpress.edu/ebooks.php 

University of Michigan Press (mainly intended for individual users not libraries): 
http://www.press.umich.edu/ebooks/ 

Wiley Blackwell: 
http://olabout.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-406090.html 
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