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Public libraries are up to these core purposes:


Encourage and build a love of reading 
Provide confidential and neutral access to information, ideas, and recreation 

Serve as place for individual self-education 
Serve as the community’s living / meeting room safe place 

Help integrate technology into customer’s lives 
Preserve the culture and history of the community !!!!!!

The American Public Deserves
!
❑ Friendly library service in modern, safe, accessible and inviting buildings.  !
❑ The ability to use a library days, evenings and weekends and to use a virtual library 24 

hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days per year.  !!
❑ Library collections that are current, relevant and responsive to the needs and interests of 

the community.  !
❑ Library collections reflecting the languages of community members and students, 

including non-English languages, Braille, video, audio, large print, and closed captioned.  !
❑ The guidance and assistance of skilled information professionals. !
❑ Access to library service in their schools, colleges, workplace, and communities.  !
❑ Convenient, up-to-date, and unrestricted access to information in all its forms.  !
❑ A network of adequately funded, readily accessible school, public, and academic libraries 

that support a learning society and informed community.  !
❑ High-speed broadband access to the resources on the World Wide Web using state-of-the-

art technology.  !
❑ Community-centered library programs that encourage discussion, debate and civic 

engagement.  !
❑ Libraries that value reading and create and sustain collections that encourage users to 

read for pleasure, information or enlightenment.  !
❑ Library services that support businesses, other workplaces, and economic development to 

create an information literate and competitive workforce.  !
❑ The opportunity to provide ideas, criticisms, compliments, suggestions on the operation 

and future of their libraries and volunteer for advocacy and support.  !
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